
CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

CITY OF SHELLSBURG, IOWA 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

GENERAL CODE PROVISIONS  

CHAPTER 1 - CODE OF ORDINANCES​ 1 

CHAPTER 2 - CHARTER​ 9 

CHAPTER 3 - MUNICIPAL INFRACTIONS​ 11 

CHAPTER 5 - OPERATING PROCEDURES​ 21 

CHAPTER 6 - CITY ELECTIONS​ 29 

CHAPTER 7 - FISCAL MANAGEMENT​ 35 

CHAPTER 8 - INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS​ 45 

CHAPTER 9 - URBAN RENEWAL​ 53 

ADMINISTRATION, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS  

CHAPTER 15 - MAYOR​ 71 

CHAPTER 16 - MAYOR PRO TEM​ 77 

CHAPTER 17 - CITY COUNCIL​ 79 

CHAPTER 18 - CITY CLERK​ 87 

CHAPTER 19 - CITY TREASURER​ 95 

CHAPTER 20 - CITY ATTORNEY​ 101 

CHAPTER 21 - LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES​ 107 

CHAPTER 22 - RECREATION BOARD​ 115 

CHAPTER 23 - PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION​ 121  

CHAPTER 24 - MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES​ 125 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.30j0zll
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3znysh7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.tyjcwt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1t3h5sf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2s8eyo1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3rdcrjn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.lnxbz9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1ksv4uv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2jxsxqh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3j2qqm3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4i7ojhp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1ci93xb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2bn6wsx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3as4poj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.49x2ik5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.147n2zr
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.23ckvvd


POLICE, FIRE, AND EMERGENCIES  

CHAPTER 30 - CONTRACT LAW ENFORCEMENT​ 145 

CHAPTER 31 - FIRE PROTECTION​ 151 

CHAPTER 35 - HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SPILLS​ 165 

PUBLIC OFFENSES  

CHAPTER 40 - PUBLIC PEACE​ 185 

CHAPTER 41 - PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY​ 193 

CHAPTER 42 - PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY​ 203 

CHAPTER 45 - ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION AND INTOXICATION​ 225 

CHAPTER 46 - MINORS​ 231 

CHAPTER 47 - PARK REGULATIONS​ 239 

CHAPTER 48 - NOISE AND NOISE LIMITS​ 245 

NUISANCES AND ANIMAL CONTROL  

CHAPTER 50 - NUISANCE ABATEMENT PROCEDURE​ 265 

CHAPTER 51 - JUNK AND JUNK VEHICLES​ 273 

CHAPTER 52 - DRUG PARAPHERNALIA​ 281 

CHAPTER 53 - WEEDS​ 289 

CHAPTER 55 - ANIMAL PROTECTION AND CONTROL​ 305 

TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES  

CHAPTER 60 - ADMINISTRATION OF TRAFFIC CODE​ 355 

CHAPTER 61 - TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES​ 363 

CHAPTER 62 - GENERAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS​ 369 

CHAPTER 63 - SPEED REGULATIONS​ 379 

CHAPTER 64 - TURNING REGULATIONS​ 385 

CHAPTER 65 - STOP OR YIELD REQUIRED​ 391 

TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES (continued)  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.32hioqz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.41mghml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.vx1227
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1v1yuxt
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2u6wntf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.28h4qwu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.37m2jsg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.46r0co2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.111kx3o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.206ipza
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2zbgiuw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3ygebqi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3cqmetx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4bvk7pj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1664s55
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1jlao46
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2iq8gzs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3hv69ve
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4h042r0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1baon6m
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2afmg28


CHAPTER 66 - LOAD AND WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS​ 397 

CHAPTER 67 - PEDESTRIANS​ 403 

CHAPTER 68 - ONE-WAY TRAFFIC​ 405 

CHAPTER 69 - PARKING REGULATIONS​ 407 

CHAPTER 70 - TRAFFIC CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES​ 419 

CHAPTER 75 - ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES, OFF-ROAD UTILITY VEHICLES, AND  
SNOWMOBILES​ 435 

CHAPTER 76 - BICYCLES, SKATES, SKATEBOARDS, AND SCOOTERS​ 443 

CHAPTER 77 - GOLF CARTS​ 451 

CHAPTER 80 - ABANDONED VEHICLES​ 475 

CHAPTER 81 - RAILROAD REGULATIONS​ 483 

WATER  

CHAPTER 90 - WATER SERVICE SYSTEM​ 515 

CHAPTER 91 - WATER METERS​ 529 

CHAPTER 92 - WATER RATES​ 537 

CHAPTER 93 - CROSS-CONNECTION CONTROL​ 545 

SANITARY SEWER  

CHAPTER 95 - SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM​ 565 

CHAPTER 96 - BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS​ 573 

CHAPTER 97 - USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS​ 581 

CHAPTER 98 - ON-SITE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS​ 589 

CHAPTER 99 - SEWER SERVICE CHARGES​ 595 

CHAPTER 100 - STORMWATER DRAINAGE UTILITY​ 601 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.39kk8xu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.48pi1tg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1302m92
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2250f4o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.40ew0vw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.upglbi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.184mhaj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.279ka65
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.36ei31r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3jtnz0s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4iylrwe
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1d96cc0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2ce457m
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3bj1y38
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4anzqyu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.14ykbeg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.338fx5o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.42ddq1a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.wnyagw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1vsw3ci
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#_Toc75527745


GARBAGE AND SOLID WASTE  

CHAPTER 105 - COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE, ​
RECYCLABLES, AND YARD WASTE​ 625 

FRANCHISES AND OTHER SERVICES  

CHAPTER 110 - NATURAL GAS FRANCHISE​ 655 

CHAPTER 111 - ELECTRIC FRANCHISE​ 671 

CHAPTER 112 - TELEPHONE FRANCHISE​ 687 

CHAPTER 113 - CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE​ 699 

CHAPTER 114 - CABLE TELEVISION REGULATIONS​ 711 

CHAPTER 115 - CEMETERY​ 731 

REGULATION OF BUSINESS AND VOCATIONS  

CHAPTER 120 - LIQUOR LICENSES AND WINE AND BEER PERMITS​ 755 

CHAPTER 121 - CIGARETTE AND TOBACCO PERMITS​ 763 

CHAPTER 122 - PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, AND TRANSIENT MERCHANTS​ 771 

CHAPTER 123 - HOUSE MOVERS​ 779 

CHAPTER 124 - LICENSING OF JUNK DEALERS​ 785 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  

CHAPTER 135 - STREET USE AND MAINTENANCE​ 825 

CHAPTER 136 - SIDEWALK REGULATIONS​ 835 

CHAPTER 137 - VACATION AND DISPOSAL OF STREETS​ 843 

CHAPTER 138 - STREET GRADES​ 849 

CHAPTER 139 - NAMING OF STREETS​ 855 

CHAPTER 141 - PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS​ 869 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2uxtw84
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1nia2ey
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2mn7vak
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3ls5o66
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4kx3h1s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1f7o1he
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2eclud0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3dhjn8m
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4cmhg48
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.16x20ju
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.l7a3n9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1kc7wiv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2jh5peh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3im3ia3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.4hr1b5p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1c1lvlb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2b6jogx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3abhhcj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#_Toc75527783


BUILDING AND PROPERTY REGULATIONS  

CHAPTER 145 - DANGEROUS BUILDINGS​ 885 

CHAPTER 146 - MANUFACTURED AND MOBILE HOMES​ 893 

CHAPTER 148 - PROTECTION OF PUBLIC WATER WELLS​ 905 

CHAPTER 150 - BUILDING NUMBERING​ 925 

CHAPTER 151 - TREES​ 931 

CHAPTER 154 - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE REGULATIONS​ 955 

CHAPTER 156 - BUILDING PERMITS AND OCCUPANCY​ 975 

CHAPTER 160 - FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS​ 1001 

CHAPTER 161 - BUILDING AND OTHER CODES​ 1035 

ZONING AND SUBDIVISION  

CHAPTER 165 - SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS​ 1101 

CHAPTER 166 - ZONING REGULATIONS​ 1201 

INDEX 

APPENDIX: 

USE AND MAINTENANCE OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES​ 1 

SUGGESTED FORMS: 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS - FIRST NOTICE​ 7 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS - NOTICE OF HEARING​ 8 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS - RESOLUTION AND ORDER​ 9 

NOTICE TO ABATE NUISANCE​ 10 

NOTICE OF REQUIRED SEWER CONNECTION​ 11 
NOTICE OF HEARING ON REQUIRED SEWER CONNECTION​ 12 
RESOLUTION AND ORDER FOR REQUIRED SEWER CONNECTION​ 13 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.49gfa85
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3nqndbk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.i17xr6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.1h65qms
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2gb3jie
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3fg1ce0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.2tq9fhf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.280hiku
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.375fbgg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.46ad4c2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Bz-3fvYQneWoo3YBZ0KP8iWFMExNIfYP/edit#heading=h.3kkl7fh

